Dich borgerniterm, e, aned Shevwart Harses of (ullured Log Syilems

BRIGHT IDEA

) 5 takes its clues from nature

fter fomest firess serepd theough Montana in 2000, Dick Morpenstern wondered: how do you
1l a home that won't bum dorsm? His answar to his own quostion was ooncrets logs

Moegengiem, a Missoula nativg
] oepeinancos in evorking with con-
cretd S0 he staned Loving with the
e of a concrots 1og. The Arst 1wo
yaars b sponl in osearch, aod now
he ad partner Stewnet Hansen are
workdng fullime &t their Cultured
Log Systems business, which pro-
dacis o nabural-locking kg that's
beingg sold around the counlry a8 an
altemnative B0 npal-log consmaction

The Dusiness 5 Dased in
Missouda, Muoch of tedr work bas
gone inlo creating tha process that
makes ConcTate 1ook lika wood
“Whim you'rg selling 4 1og that's
made oul of concyets it has to be
oomvincng " Hansen said

Truary v Sl Doy Ehisait P pciniad irtice 30 P o] ther cxoumilry, s in apaing 2008 thay
firdshesd & 12000-square-foot bunting kbdge in Lowsiana. The cwmers wanted a strocture that
would provide protection againsl termites, npricanes and the genocal wiear and tesr from a
huarid  climate so they tomed 1o Cultused Log Sstems, “They winted somathing they could
wiills sy from Bor @ Fes mcnthes fodd 5 woulkd still Be thee”™ Honsen said

Concrete logs reduce the amownt of natuaral logs that Tenee to be ot dinm for homes, and
though they'ne not less expensive than real logs, they provide a mong consisent building pood
uct, aconrding vo Hangen. Using coment in Ch proos B ol th mos arviroemmonially triendly
Uhirsg, 50 they're working on using iy ash, & byproduct of coal production, in thelr concrete peo-
duction. “Wa're committed o getting to the point of usng 100 percent iy ash ar somothing sim
ilar " Hanson said. Thay wark oorstantly on mdtaning natore A dhiont might bring in a g that
iy welind b0 wsdbch, duedd Caltumsd Loges will match this cobor amd testure. Culiured Log Systoms
i maake & log up to 8 feeq bong, esgit inches thick and 15 inches wide Fibssglass pins are used
1o connect the k6gs, 5o thoy don't condiact heat secay from the striaure nowinter. o8 is about
S0 1o 380 i sepusard fooL, including transportation and Constnaction. “TL's Very COmMEXELn with &
wioddd o, bt with none of thie dowmsits ™ Hansen said. =

Conecrene ks troim Culnpnd Log Syt aee madk: 2 look Bk e seal thing,
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wolve s Missoula's new eoo-

friendly hesrss furmishings

gtore Located on the style
sannt Neath end of Higisns Avenus,
Evaive beings a blend of timaless,
GRSl Iy PR Theal
reflect the tastes of ownes and intei-
on desigmer Robyn Woodhall

‘Thig stoge’s Lines balanos innos-

R el sasaanaalilily with inspica-
tisomy arsdl bessuty. <1 only 2ol pisoss
that I lowe and I wouldn® sell any-
mmrmmmmmarm

“I'm trying 10 do & small part in
Iosieping up with vodenr's quickly
cinanging worl™ sxys Woodhall
“Oepanie 18 the new maodem, and it's
mice to offer Desutiful fumitune that
balances innovation and sustainabdli-
1y, s ke giving back 1o the world
wiile giving to oursshves at the same
R~
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